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Francisco Luis, winner of more than 40 international prizes and a

D’ Addario sponsored artist, is regarded as one of the most
distinguished guitarists of his generation.

Born in Caldas da Rainha, Portugal, he began his musical studies at the
age of 10 at the local conservatory, later continuing at the National
Conservatory of Lisbon, the Conservatorium Maastricht with Carlo
Marchione, and the Royal Conservatoire of The Hague with Zoran
Dukic, where he completed his Master’s degree with distinction.

In addition, Francisco completed a Master’s degree in Pedagogy at the
Haute Ecole de Musique de Genéve under the guidance of Judicaél
Perroy.

His career has brought him to renowned concert halls such as the
Musikverein in Vienna, the National Palace of Ajuda in Lisbon, and the
National Theatre of Belgrade, alongside performances in more than
ten countries, including his Central American debut at the
International Guitar Festival of Mexico.

Throughout his artistic journey, Francisco has achieved several
milestones. At the age of 20, he became the only Portuguese guitarist
selected for the EuroStrings 2020-2021 project, through which he
toured across Europe, performing concerts and giving masterclasses
throughout the continent.

He was also the first Portuguese guitarist to reach the finals of the
Guitar Foundation of America International Competition, one of the
world’s most prestigious guitar competitions.

Among his many distinctions are First Prize at the Tokyo International
Guitar Competition, First Prize at the Viseu International Spring Music
Festival, First Prize at the Florida Guitar Foundation Competition, First
Prize at the Dutch Guitar Foundation Competition, First Prize at the
Iserlohn International Guitar Festival, and First Prize at the Aalborg
International Guitar Festival, among others.

Recognised for his refined technique and expressive interpretations,
Francisco collaborates with international studios and brands,
recording both solo and duo repertoire.

Carlo Marchione, renowned Italian guitarist, has stated:

“Francisco possesses all the qualities one expects from a great
musician, including the ability — impossible to teach, and the result of
a precious and rare natural talent — to interpret music with a deeply
moving sense of inevitability and naturalness. In addition, Francisco
has revealed an early and remarkable talent in the field of
composition.”

He has recorded the solo CD Borrowed Voices, featuring transcriptions
of works by non-guitarist composers alongside his own compositions.
Francisco is currently a guitar professor at t' Clockhuys in the
Netherlands and a guest professor at the Prince Claus Conservatoire in
Groningen.

In addition, he regularly appears as a guest artist, giving
masterclassesfand serving on the jury of international competitions.
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